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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
Sarah Boyack (S2M-5316): Information and Support for Polish Non-UK Nationals in Scotland—That the Parliament welcomes Lloyds TSB Scotland’s work to improve accessibility to bank accounts for Polish-speaking non-UK nationals in Scotland; notes that information on Lloyds TSB Scotland’s current accounts is now available in a Polish-English bilingual format; further welcomes Lloyds TSB Scotland’s decision to provide the Polish version of the Scottish Executive’s Welcome to Scotland for Migrant Workers in its branches; believes that Polish nationals are making a positive contribution to Scotland’s economy and communities and that this initiative demonstrates an innovative and socially responsible approach to banking in Scotland, and welcomes similar initiatives by public sector agencies and trade unions, such as the Transport and General Workers’ Union, in giving new migrant workers access to advice to ensure that they understand their rights and are able to play a full part in Scottish economic life.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-12-14f.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Debate
Immigration and Asylum

Lord Hylton rose to call attention to the human consequences of current immigration and asylum law and practice and to possible improvements in the systems of assessment, care and support; and to move for Papers.

The noble Lord said: My Lords, I have drawn this Motion as widely as possible because I very much hope that subsequent speakers will cover all aspects of it. However, I intend to concentrate on destitution. Have the Government studied, with the care that it deserves, The Destitution Trap, a joint report by Refugee Action and Amnesty International, published on7 November? 
Kate Allen, director of Amnesty UK, said, “The Government’s policy on refused asylum-seekers is a failure on both a practical level and a humanitarian level. Forcing people into complete destitution is backfiring badly, and vulnerable people are suffering—forced to sleep in parks, public toilets and phone-boxes, to go without medicines even after torture, and to rely on charity or drop-in centres”.

Sandy Buchan of Refugee Action said, “There exists in Britain a new and growing excluded class, with no contact with the authorities, no access to work or mainstream support services, and little prospect of their situation being resolved”.

Lest anyone dismisses those comments, let us see what those directly affected had to say: “I feel I am waiting for nothing, stuck in limbo, in between. I can’t work, I can’t go home. I can’t get any support. I feel as if I am wasting my life”. That was the view of a 36 year-old from the Sudan. 
A 67 year-old woman from Zimbabwe stated, “Destitution—it sounds as if people have been put in the bin and are scavenging. It makes me sound like an animal. Perhaps that is what I am now”.

A 49 year-old woman from Rwanda said, “If I go home they will kill me, straight. They killed my mother and my son. Better to move about like a nomad in England, where I am safe”.

I trust that no one, least of all Her Majesty’s Government, will brush aside such heart-rending comments or indeed the validity of the whole report. Its survey interviewed 125 former asylum seekers in the first half of this year. They live not only in London but in nine other cities ranging from Plymouth and Southampton to Liverpool. The five principal countries of origin were the Democratic Republic of Congo, Zimbabwe, Somalia, Iraq and Sudan: all states which have suffered a huge number of years of war and social breakdown.

Some 27 voluntary organisations, including the British Red Cross and the CAB, contributed valuable experience and information while academic and legal sources also helped this first survey of its kind. Almost one in three respondents were women, several were pregnant and all had children here. Seventy-eight per cent were aged between 21 and 40; some had reached Britain as unaccompanied children only to become destitute on turning 18. More than one-third had university or higher-level education. Twenty-six per cent of respondents were awaiting acceptance of a fresh asylum claim, but others were backlog cases from 1999 to 2004. Just under half had been destitute for up to a year, the average length of destitution being 21 months.
To read the debate in full see

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61214-0007.htm#06121476000001 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL375]: How many unaccompanied children arrived in England and Wales, for whom an asylum claim has been made, in each quarter or month of the last two years for which figures are available; and which were the principal countries from which they came.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Asylum seekers apply to be granted refugee status in the UK rather than specifically in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland. Asylum applications data are not available at regional level.

Information on unaccompanied asylum-seeking children is published quarterly and annually. Copies of these publications and others relating to general immigration to the UK are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research Development and Statistics Directorate website at
 http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61211w0002.htm#06121122000014 

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL412]: Whether the care and education of unaccompanied children, granted asylum or long-term leave to remain, are a national responsibility.

Reply from Baroness Scotland of Asthal: Support of unaccompanied asylum-seeking children is the statutory responsibility of local authorities, but central government funding from both the Department for Education and Skills and the Home Office is available for this purpose.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld199900/ldhansrd/pdvn/lds06/text/61211w0002.htm#06121122000014 
John Hemming [107835]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many people in the UK who qualify to work under the highly-skilled migrant programme scheme will fail to have their qualification renewed unless they find a job paying them more money.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Information of this kind is not available. In order to qualify for further leave to remain as a highly skilled migrant under the new rules, applicants must now meet robust points criteria based on their qualifications, previous earnings, age and UK experience. It will also be mandatory for applicants to demonstrate a good standard of English language. The salary an applicant needs to reach for their previous earnings in order to qualify for a Highly Skilled Migrant programme extension will depend on the points awarded against the other criteria.

I have also announced transitional arrangements to avoid disadvantaging those who fail to meet the new requirements but are making a useful contribution to the UK. Those working in a skilled job, but who do not meet the new criteria, will be allowed to switch into work permit employment.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm061211/text/61211w0023.htm#06121210000020 




	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
David Hamilton [106857]: To ask the Secretary of State for Health what medical checks are made on asylum applicants to the UK.

Reply from Caroline Flint: Asylum seekers can receive medical checks in the normal way when they register with GP practices. In England, Department funded health assessments including TB screening can also generally be accessed where initial accommodation for asylum seekers is located. Immigration officers should also refer any entrant claiming asylum at a point of entry to the United Kingdom for a medical examination under the Immigration Act. Asylum claims are determined in accordance with the 1951 UN Convention on the Status of Refugees and its Protocol. They are not based on the applicant's state of health.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm061212/text/61212w0024.htm#06121311000081 
John Bercow (108742: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what steps are being taken by his Department to improve facilities and services, including medical support and counselling for asylum applicants who have been victims of rape in their country of origin.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/61211w01.htm 

Michael Connarty (108436): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what assessment the Immigration and Nationality Directorate makes of whether children seeking asylum in the UK are economic migrants.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/61211w01.htm 
Michael Connarty (108437) :To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, whether the proposed reform of the asylum system for unaccompanied asylum seeking children will take into account the (a) legal services, (b) mental health and (c) other needs of those children.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/61211w01.htm 

Damian Green (109234): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many asylum registration cards were issued in each month since July 2006.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/61213w01.htm 
Damian Green (109235):To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many asylum seekers who have exhausted all appeals were registered with local authorities' support teams on 30th November 2006.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/61213w01.htm 

Fabian Hamilton (109724): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if he will consider the merits of allowing failed asylum seekers who are too frightened to agree to support under Section 4 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 to continue to receive support from the National Asylum Support Service.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/61214w01.htm 




	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
John Hayes (109455): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people who have (a) claimed asylum in and (b) been removed from the UK since May 1997 have been deported once already.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/61214w01.htm
Westminster Early Day Motion
Fabian Hamilton (485) Asylum seekers right to work: That this House believes that asylum seekers looking for sanctuary in the UK should be granted the right to work from the day of arrival; further believes that this would afford such vulnerable people dignity as well as the ability to support themselves financially; and notes that this would also reduce the burden on the taxpayer.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/61212e01.htm 

Westminster Parliamentary Statement
Joan Ryan (Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for the Home Department): Today I am publishing the pilot review report for “Project IRIS (Iris Recognition Immigration System)”.

IRIS is the first major deliverable of the e-borders programme. Passengers enrolled on the scheme enter the United Kingdom through an automated immigration control barrier which incorporates an iris recognition camera.

Since January there have been in excess of 45,000 people enrolling on the scheme and over 135,000 barrier crossings have taken place. The e-borders programme is strengthening our borders and creating an integrated secure border for the 21st century.

Copies of the document entitled: “Project IRIS (Iris Recognition Immigration System) Pilot Review Report” will be available in the House of Commons Library.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm061213/wmstext/61213m0001.htm#06121362000017
New publications
The Destitution Trap: Research into destitution among refused asylum seekers in the UK
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/campaigns/documents/RA_DestReport_Final_LR.pdf 

Improving Migration and Population Statistics - update

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/about/data/methodology/specific/population/future/imps/updates/downloads/IMPSUpdate15December2006.pdf 
IAP News   

http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/info/IAP_Nov_06 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
News
Raids on asylum seekers condemned    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6166441.stm
Polish children get double joy of Santa   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16157726&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221 

Migrant workers suffer exploitation

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uklatest/story/0,,-6272188,00.html 

Migrant staff 'are exploited'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1838622006
London employers forced to plug the skills gap with migrant workers

http://money.guardian.co.uk/news_/story/0,,1970152,00.html 

Translation costing public £100m   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6174303.stm
Falun Gong asylum-seeker loses appeal to stay in UK   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1848012006
Downing Street guest faces deportation

http://www.guardian.co.uk/immigration/story/0,,1970606,00.html 

Poles to get high-tech city info-kiosk

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16176416&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
English lessons on offer at Braemar to help foreign workers   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16177146&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Cost fears as Eastern European immigrants get homes on arrival   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1851382006
Hope of escape lost in translation   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2508040,00.html
Welcome to the new holy land   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/review/story/0,,1973527,00.html
TOP


	Race Relations
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Tom Levitt [108120]: If [The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government] will make a statement on her Department's work to support community cohesion since May 2005.
Reply from Ruth Kelly: We have continued to support areas facing particular challenges. Since its launch in August, the Commission on Integration and Cohesion has been undertaking a programme of consultation and visits. It will make recommendations in June next year. The local government White Paper sets out a number of measures to improve cohesion.

Tom Levitt: I am grateful to my right hon. Friend for that answer. She will be aware that 2007 marks the 30th anniversary of the formation of the Community Development Foundation, the country’s foremost source of expertise on community development and social cohesion. In recent years, the CDF has delivered and administered the faith in the communities programme on behalf of her Department and its predecessors. In the light of the Prime Minister’s recent comments on cohesion, does my right hon. Friend agree that cohesion must start from the grass roots of communities, but that organisations such as CDF can contribute the expertise and knowledge that will help it to succeed?

Ruth Kelly: Yes, I do. I pay tribute to the work of my hon. Friend as chair of the CDF and to community workers up and down the country who are striving to build cohesion and communities that get on well side by side, share values and understand what difference is, but understand what it is to be British. I understand the contribution of that particular organisation, which builds from the grass roots to make sure that our communities are good places in which to live and work. 
For continuation of question and answer session see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm061212/debtext/61212-0003.htm#06121262000028 
New publication
Building Friendships and Strengthening Communities: A Guide to Twinning between Denominational and Non-denominational Schools
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/159545/0043404.pdf
News
‘Ku Klux’ cop gets race equality job   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/newspaper/0,,176-2508286,00.html
TOP


	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Wendy Alexander (S2W-30510): To ask the Scottish Executive what steps it is taking to promote the performance of its agencies in obtaining employment monitoring data in line with their duties under the Race Relations Act 1976.
 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-12-14e.htm 

Holyrood Committee
Procedures Committee discussion of Equalities Reviews
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/procedures/or-06/pr06-1902.htm#Col1741 
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Angela Watkinson: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government if she will publish the minutes of the meetings of the steering group of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights. [105136]

Reply from Meg Munn: The steering group advising Government on the establishment of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights has recently completed its work. The minutes of the meetings will be published on the CEHR website in the new year.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm061212/text/61212w0012.htm#0612136000009 
Angela Watkinson [105135]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what the (a) names, (b) length of service, (c) relevant experience and (d) organisational affiliations are of the (i) current and (ii) previous members of the steering group of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights. 

Reply from Meg Munn: The Commission for Equality and Human Rights Steering Group was an advisory body to Government made up of key stakeholders including representatives of the equality commissions, the new equality strands and human rights, business, the TUC and Scottish and Welsh interests. Its main role was to advise on the work needed to establish the CEHR as a fully functioning organisation. It also provided a mechanism for the Government to keep stakeholders abreast of developments towards the Equality Act and seek views as appropriate. Meetings are usually held monthly.

Details of steering group membership are given in the following table.

The steering group members were in post for slightly more than two years, as the group was set up in September 2004 and disbanded on 17 October 2006 in light of the appointment of Commissioners for the CEHR. When it was first set up it was chaired by a senior DTI official and later by Meg Munn MP, Deputy Minister for Women and Equality.
Reply continued on next page



	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page:

Steering group members
Name
Background
Nick O’Brien,

Director of Legal Services, Disability Rights Commission.

Anne Watts OBE

Member of Business in the Community—an umbrella organisation of 700 UK companies—leading its work on workplace issues. Formerly Head of Diversity and Employee Support at HSBC Bank plc.

Sarah Veale

Head of Equality and Employment Rights Department, TUC. Member of ACAS Council and the Government’s Better Regulation Task Force.

Tim Hopkins

Head of Equality Network which campaigns for human rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people in Scotland.

Teresa Rees CBE

Academic at Cardiff University specialising in gender inequality in fields such as education, training and the labour market. Former EOC Commissioner for Wales, long-term consultant to EC and adviser to Welsh Assembly Government in its commitment to pay due regard to equality of opportunity for all.

Ilyas Patel

Member DTI Small Business Council since July 2004. Involved in a number of DTI led business-think tanks and advisory committees.

Hanne Stinson

Executive Director of the British Humanist Association.

Francesca Klug OBE

Professorial Research Fellow and Director of Human Rights Futures at the London School of Economics. Speciality is the Human Rights Act and domestic human rights protection generally.

Gordon Lishman OBE

Director General of Age Concern England (ACE).



Mohammed Aziz

Founding Chief Executive Officer of Forum Against Islamophobia and Racism and British Muslim Research Centre. CRE commissioner since January 2004 and EOC Commissioner from spring 2005. Adviser to Muslim Council of Britain.

Caroline Slocock

Chief Executive, EOC.

Faz Hakim

Director of Corporate and Government Relations, Commission for Racial Equality.

Ben Summerskill

Chief Executive of Stonewall.

Rita Donaghy OBE

Chair of ACAS’s Council since 2000. 30 years experience working in employment relations. Member of the Low Pay Commission, the Equal Opportunities Commission Task Force and chaired the TUC Disabilities Forum. In 2004 appointed to the Committee on Standards in Public Life.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm061212/text/61212w0012.htm#0612136000009 


	Race Equality

Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Philip Davies (108554) :To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, whether she has had any discussions with the Commission for Racial Equality on bringing forward amendments to equality legislation to allow positive discrimination.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/61211w01.htm 
New publications
Equality and Human Rights in the NHS
http://www.dh.gov.uk/assetRoot/04/14/13/71/04141371.pdf 

30: At the Turning of the Tide

Thirty distinguished contributors, one for each year of the CRE's life, discuss the changes that have taken place in society, politics, literature, the arts, the law, science and more, and consider the future that today's children are likely to inherit.

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/30_anthology_web.pdf  or order a free paper copy from cre@tso.co.uk 
News
Tories 'still lack Asian and black candidates'

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/politics/article2070215.ece 

BA in talks on crucifix ban  
 http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1861212006
TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Michael McMahon  (S2F-2617): To ask the First Minister what progress has been made on the issue of sectarianism.

Reply from Jack McConnell: All those who were involved in this week's reconvened summit on sectarianism have made considerable progress in tackling sectarianism. Working closely in partnership with a wide range of organisations, we have implemented measures in education and sport to bring people together, and we have seen contentious marches reduced and reorganised. A total of 58 football banning orders on conviction are awaiting trial, and football clubs have imposed their own bans on a significant number of people.

I take this opportunity to thank everybody—from all sides and from all corners of Scotland—who was involved in the first summit on sectarianism and the one that was held this week. I believe that they have done themselves proud.

Michael McMahon: In welcoming all the progress that the First Minister has made so far in the campaign against sectarianism, I ask whether he acknowledges the concerns of those who believe that clarity is required on the part of all the authorities concerned regarding what is considered to be sectarian behaviour and what constitutes legitimate expression of cultural and historical identity. Does the First Minister agree that, unless clarity is achieved, there will be misapprehensions about what constitutes sectarianism that will exacerbate tensions within and between communities, which will undermine the good intentions of the anti-sectarianism campaign?

Reply from Jack McConnell: Everyone who was at the summit on Tuesday agreed that, although it is important to respect traditions and people's right to celebrate them, when those celebrations turn to hatred or bigotry we need to be tough in our approach. I believe that it is important, especially when public officials or private security firms and others are involved, that people understand the difference between the celebration of a historical tradition and the kind of behaviour that we all abhor—behaviour that comes from hatred, leads to violence and is rooted in bigotry, which we intend to stamp out.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor1214-02.htm#Col30442
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Ashok Kumar (109040): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people were charged with racially aggravated offences in each English region in each of the last five years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/61213w01.htm 



	Racism (continued)
Press Releases 
Summit on Sectarianism    

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2006/12/12095813
Respect is 'antidote' to sectarianism   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2006/12/12103022
New publications
Calling full time on sectarianism: A strategy for tackling sectarinism in football     

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/160254/0043618.pdf 

Sectarianism - An Update on Action Plan on Tackling Sectarianism in Scotland    

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/160237/0043616.pdf
News
SFA reveals its battleplan to crush football bigots   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/76536.html
Sectarian chanting by fans could cost their club points under new SFA proposal   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1843612006
Efforts stepped up to end bigotry    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6170847.stm
No-go zone for church leaders    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5060312.html
Churchmen WILL go to Old Firm game    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5060326.html
Church leaders will watch Old Firm despite earlier warning   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/76626.html
SFA unveils blueprint to kick bigots out of game    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5060269.html
McConnell uses summit to step up fight against bigots   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1844832006



	Racism
News  (continued)
Rehabilitation plan to beat Scotland's sectarian bigots   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1846242006
Anti-bigotry football body set up    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6172011.stm
Tackle 'social causes' of bigotry    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6172327.stm
Fighting sectarianism   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/76598.html
Paper sorry for 'black folk' carol   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1847682006
Arbroath racial slur case   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16176422&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Jews far more likely to be victims of faith hatred than Muslims   

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/12/17/nislam117.xml
TOP



	New Publications
Review of Marches and Parades In Scotland: Report by the Working Group on Marches and Parades

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/159443/0043393.pdf 

Review of marches and parades in scotland: Guidance for Scottish Local Authorities    

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/159457/0043394.pdf
TOP



	Other News
OSCR Announces Review Pilots

http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=ffe11b98-55fb-449e-b70d-8344c84791a8 

TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/index.htm 
Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/b61s2-passed.pdf 
** Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 
Stage 2 amendments
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/b62s2-stage2-ml.pdf 

Stage 2 consideration of amendments   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/health/or-06/he06-2802.htm#Col3269 
Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/b50s2-aspassed.pdf 
Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Stage 1 Report

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/reports-06/j2r06-14-00.htm
Commissioner for Older People Bill (Communities Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 

Stage 1


	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill (Justice 1 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/index.htm 
Stage2 

** Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill (Justice 2 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/index.htm 

Revised Explanatory Notes on the Bill as amended at Stage 2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-stage2-en-rev.pdf 

Stage 3 amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-stage3-ml.pdf 

Stage 3 debate

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor1214-02.htm#Col30358 

and

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor1214-02.htm#Col30463 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-aspassed.pdf 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/index.htm 

Stage 1 
St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/41-stAndrew/index.htm
** Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill (Communities Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/index.htm 
Stage 1 evidence from the Scottish Executive

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/communities/or-06/co06-3302.htm#Col4392 
** Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/48-scottishCommissioner/index.htm 
Bill as passed   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/48-scottishCommissioner/b48s2-aspassed.pdf
Received Royal Assent on 8 December


	Bills in Progress (continued)
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/003/2007003.pdf
Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 
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	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** closes this week!

New Charging Regime for Immigration & Nationality Fees (18 December 2006)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/National_Refugee_Integratio1.pdf 

additional documents

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/lawandpolicy/consultationdocuments/currentconsultations 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Rolling Review

8 January 2007

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=a053326f-49a5-4858-a1f7-7dc84b38e613 

Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005: Proposals for Charities Reorganisation (Scotland) Regulations 2007 (15 January 2007)

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/152273/0040985.pdf
Commission on Integration and Cohesion - Your chance to tell us what you think 

(19 January 2007)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/316/CommissiononIntegrationandCohesionYourchancetotelluswhatyouthink_id1504316.pdf 

Regeneration formal investigation (31 January 2007)

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration/callforevidence.html 

and

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration.html 




	Consultations (continued)
Establishing a Migration Advisory Committee (31 January 2007)

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/macconsultation.pdf 

Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Transformation of Work: Delivering the workplace of tomorrow for the workforce of tomorrow (no closing date given)

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Transformation_of_work.pdf 

and

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=18834 

Sites for Gypsies and Travellers (online discussion forum – no closing date)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1503228 

and 

http://forum.communities.gov.uk/forum/sites
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** Anne Frank [+ you}

8-28 January 2007 in and around Kirkcaldy

Multi-site interactive festival to explore the themes of prejudice, disrespect and intolerance through the words, images and experiences of Anne Frank, her family and other survivors of the Holocaust. Exhibitions, theatre and workshops look at the issues of racial hatred, conflict and peace, inclusion and exclusion, democracy and dictatorship, and responsibility and indifference. For more information contact annefrank.festival@fife.gov.uk / 01592 414892  or see http://www.annefrankfife.co.uk/index.php
Meetings with Malcolm Chisholm Meeting MSP, Minister for Communities

15 January 2007 in Fife (1.00 – 3.00)

5 February 2007 in Dundee (1.30 – 3.30)
As part of the Scottish Executive commitment to the Race Equality agenda in Scotland and engagement with grassroot communities, the Minister of Communities, Malcolm Chisholm MSP, will be conducting, in partnership with the Black and Ethnic Minorities Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS), a series of consultations with Ethnic Minority Communities across Scotland. The aim is to consult directly with the local community groups and projects, ensuring their voices are heard, addressing issues of concern and needs. For information contact BEMIS adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk /  0141 548 80 47 


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Widening the Way in

19 January 2007 in Falkirk

BME Linked Work & Training Programme and SCVO interactive conference to share learning on how voluntary organisations can support people from excluded and disadvantaged communities to access training and educational opportunities from colleges and universities. For information contact Cathie Rowell cathie.rowell@scvo.org.uk / 0141 225 8003
Proposal for a UK Charitable Giving and Philanthropy Research Centre

19 January 2007 in Edinburgh (1.30-4.00)

Consultation workshop to discuss the creation of the UK's first Research Centre for Charitable Giving and Philanthropy. The Centre will support high quality research aimed at developing a better understanding of charitable giving and philanthropy, and to inform policy and practice. It will work closely with academics, policy makers, donors, fund raisers and others, to build a credible intelligence base for the sector and to provide R&D support, training and an extensive publications and seminar programme. For information contact Angela Manson at angela@carnegieuk.org 

National Standards for Community Engagement

23 January 2007 in Dundee

25 January 2007 in Glasgow

The National Standards for Community Engagement were developed by the Scottish Community Development Centre (SCDC) as a practical tool to help everyone involved in community engagement to make it work better. These four regional events will enable everyone to share experience of what works well in community engagement. For information contact SCDC 0141 248 1924.
The Concepts of Equality

24 January 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss the theories that underpin stereotypes, prejudice and discrimination in our society and how this impacts on the key concept of equalities. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Managing Change – Making Equalities Work

21 February 2007  in Edinburgh (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss how to create congruence between an organisation's identity, values and beliefs about equalities and its practices, personnel's behaviour and cultural and physical environment. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
Equalities Legislation and the Implications for Individuals and Organisations

14 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to examine the equality legislation that underpins equality, diversity and inclusion work and consider the impact on individuals and within organisations. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Developing Effective Positive Action initiatives

15 March 2007 in Glasgow (9.30-4.30)

SCVO seminar to discuss the process of developing, implementing and sustaining effective Positive Action initiatives in organisations to counteract the effects of past discrimination, to help overcome disadvantages and eliminate future discrimination. For information contact Denise Gildea equalities@scvo.org.uk / 0141 221 0030
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 



	Useful Links (continued)
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP
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